
 
 
 
 
 

 
The ATEX standards are changing. 
Are your products still compliant? 

 

Background 
 
Many of the standards you may use to demonstrate compliance for your products have 
changed or are about to. It is a legal requirement that these latest standards are referenced 
prior to the placing of your product on the market. 
 
A key requirement is that you will have to carry out a technical review/gap analysis of the 
new standards against the old standards to show there are no changes which affect your 
product. This needs to be referenced in your Declaration of Conformity and technical 
compliance documentation. 
 

Recent Changes to Standards 
 
Standards EN 50019 focussed on increased safety and EN 50021 covering zone 2 equipment have ceased to 
have harmonised status since 01/07/2006. They have been replaced respectively by EN 60079-7(2003) and 
EN 60079-15 (2003). These new standards have had to be taken into account since July 2006 for the design 
and the construction of the products placed on the market. 
 
As these new standards EN 60079-7 and -15 refer to EN 60079-0 (general requirements) which achieves 
harmonised status on March 1st 2007, in order to avoid any conflict between standards, the date to take into 
account is March 1st 2007. 
 
Forthcoming Changes to Standards 
 
The other standards of EN 60079-XX series concerning the other protection methods are concerned as well 
as they will get harmonised status soon. 
 

 
* Standard EN 60079-15(2005) will supercede EN 60079-15(2003) as soon as 01/06/2008, we therefore 
recommend to take it into account as soon as possible. 
 

Old standard New standard Type of protection and symbol Date of application 
of new standards / 
DOW  of “old” ones 

EN 50014 EN 60079-0(2004) General requirements 01/03/2007 

EN 50018 EN 60079-1(2004) d – flameproof enclosure 01/03/2007 

EN 50016 EN 60079-2(2004) p – pressurized apparatus 01/06/2007 

EN 50017 PrEN 60079-5 q – powder filling   

EN 50015 PrEN 60079-6 o – oil immersion    

EN 50019 EN 60079-7(2003) e – increased safety  01/07/2006 

EN 50020 PrEN 60079-11 i – intrinsic safety   

EN 50021 EN 60079-15(2003)* n – concept category 3 apparatus 01/07/2006 

EN 50028 EN 60079-18(2004) m - encapsulation 01/04/2007 

EN 60079-25 EN 60079-25(2004) Syst – Intrinsically safe systems 01/12/2006 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Examples of changes: 
 
Increased safety terminals for external connections now require a thermal endurance test on their material,  
followed by a pull out test according to EN 60079-7 §6.9. 
For electrical flameproof apparatus intended for use at an ambient temperature below  -20°C or above +40°C, 
explosion tests with pre-compression of the explosive mixture according to EN 60079-1§15.1  need to be 
carried out. 
Resistance to impact levels for equipment designed for zone 2 is doubled to 7 joules: it is brought to the same 
level as for zone 1 equipment. 
 
Products which do not comply with these new requirements by the required dates CANNOT be placed 

on the market. 
 

Your Requirements 
 
As a manufacturer or authorized representative, you have to place products on the market that comply with 
the applicable harmonised standards. This requires you to assess the design of your products to check if the 
changes in the standards are relevant to them. If the answer is yes, you have to:  
 
check that the products comply with the requirements of the applicable standards 
modify your products if necessary 
request a variation on your current certificate or a new certificate. 
 
In any case you have to upgrade your technical documents, in particular the CE declaration of conformity and 
technical documentation to reflect the applicable harmonzied standards.  
 

Our Services 
 
LCIE provides a range of specific services to assist you including a Product 
Review/Gap Analysis to assess the impact the changes will have on your 
product range: 
 
If the changes do impact your products, we can provide a detailed review of the 
changes and information on what re-testing or re-certification is required to 
achieve a new ATEX and/or IECEx certificate 
If the changes do not impact your products, we can issue an attestation, or if 
you are an existing client - an annex to our certificate, stating that the changes 
will not impact the product 

 
 
LCIE, a Bureau Veritas Electrical company, is Notified through the European 
Commission (Notified Body identification number 0081) for the application of 
all modules of the ATEX Directive to electrical and mechanical apparatus, 
protection systems, components, safety control equipment and regulation 
devices. 
 

If you have any questions or are interested in receiving a no-obligation quotation? Please consult us 
 
  
 

LCIE, a Bureau Veritas company 
 

Emmanuel CARRE  
Tel: + 33 1 40 95 61 09  

Email: emmanuel.carre@lcie.fr  
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